	Literacy Lesson Plan

Your Name: Rachel Forstat Grade Level: Fourth Grade Date: March 18 & 22, 2010
CT: Mr. Ty Cotter     School: Midway Elementary School
Lesson Title: One Hen

Overall Lesson Theme/Main Idea: Poverty alleviation and the importance of family/community and hard work.



	Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCEs):

R.CM.04.01 - Connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the world to themes and perspectives in text through oral and written responses.

R.MT.04.01 - Self-monitor comprehension when reading or listening to text by automatically applying and discussing the strategies used by mature readers to increase comprehension including: predicting, constructing mental images, visually representing ideas in text, questioning, rereading or listening again if uncertain about meaning, inferring, summarizing, and engaging in interpretive discussions.

S.DS.04.03 - Respond to multiple text types by reflecting, making connections, taking a position, and/or showing deep understanding.

L.CN.04.02 - Listen to, or view critically, while demonstrating appropriate social skills of audience behaviors (e.g., eye contact, attentive, supportive) in small and large group settings.

L.RP.04.03 - Respond to multiple text types listened to or viewed knowledgeably, by discussing, illustrating, and/or writing in order to clarify meaning, make connections, take a position, and/or show deep understanding.
(Accessed from the Michigan Department of Education website: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ELAGLCE_140483_7.pdf) 


	Knowledge Objective: Student will develop an awareness and understanding of reoccurring and enduring social issues (such as poverty and poverty alleviation, the importance of family, community and hard work, and youth philanthropy) by listening and discussing the text One Hen. Students will gain an appreciation of the hard work it takes to make a dream become a reality through discussing the main character of the story, Kojo. 

Capacity Objective:  Students will connect the text to their prior knowledge and experiences. They may offer examples relating to times when they had feelings that were similar to those of the main character, or, perhaps, when they had an idea they worked hard to make a reality. Each student will convey their knowledge of important social issues through verbal communication, and written responses. If unable to connect the story to personal experiences, the students will discuss the similarities and differences between their life and the life of the main character by asking questions, conversing with one another, and developing ideas and opinions. 

Commitment Objective: Each student will actively participate and work cooperatively as a large class and in small groups to discuss the content, and express their thoughts and questions in a respectful manner. The students will engage in a cooperative classroom discussion through the employment of “Accountable Talk”, and the class will actively contribute their thoughts and opinions to me and their peers through large group discussions and written work.  



	Materials for the WHOLE class:
	Materials for INDIVIDUALS:
	Materials to accommodate individual student needs:

	· One Hen, written by Katie Smith Milway
· Pencils 

· Writer’s notebook/literacy journal

· Notebook paper
	· Handout 

· Notebook paper

· Pencil


	· Possible partner to work together on writing assignment 
· Colored pencils/crayons/markers to draw an accompanying illustration if they are done early
· Drawing utensils if they draw a picture instead of writing a response


This entire lesson will take place over the course of two days. Each lesson will take approximately 45 minutes to complete. 
LESSON ONE: (40 - 45 minutes)
	 Introduction to the Lesson: 
To begin the lesson, I will facilitate a short class discussion. I’ll emphasize a few important aspects I want the students to keep in mind as we read and discuss the story. First, I will ask the class: “Have you had class discussions before? How did your last class discussion go? What made it good/bad?”
Hopefully, this will help students focus their thinking, and help them to recall earlier moments in school when they participated in meaningful learning. I want their thoughts to guide the way we proceed with our lesson. Next, I will spend time talking to the class about what the book is about. I’ll ask them questions to guide their comprehension, for example: “What do you think this story is about? Why?” I will also say: “This is a story of how reaching out to help someone can have a big impact. This is more than just a story. Kojo (the main character) is based on a real person who really did change his community and now is helping others do the same.” 

At this point, I will open up the floor for a short discussion and I will ask the students to think about things they would want to change: “Think about times you have helped others, and think about ways you can help others in the future”. Finally, I will ask the class to consider a these main points as we read. I believe this will enhance the students’ ability to connect with the text. If they are capable of making connections in their head as we read, they will be better prepared to share once the story is complete.
 (The introduction will take about 12-15 minutes)  
	Academic, Social, and Linguistic Support for target student:

In order to accommodate the needs of both my target student and the entire class, I will write important ideas and concepts on the front board. This will help individuals who are visual based learners and it will also help students remember what they need to think about as we read through the story. 

I will also make sure to reiterate important ideas that I want the class to think about. By repeating these concepts, the students will have a better understanding as to how important they are. 



	Outline of Key Events/Lesson Procedures:  

During Reading: 

As I read the story to the class, I will stop at specific pages and passages/quotes, and ask the class questions that will promote critical thinking and that will encourage comprehension. For instance, when I reach a key part of the story, I will stop and ask the class what they think will happen next. “Predicting” is a great comprehension strategy. Once I have a few suggestions, I will ask the class: “Why do you think that? What clues are you picking up from the story?” I will also stop reading randomly and ask the class how a specific quote or passage made them feel, and I will also ask them if they have had similar experiences. On page 19, I will point out this quote: “They build a house of cinderblocks and stucco.” After I read this quote, I will refer back to a quote on page5: “Kojo and his mother live in a mud-walled house with an open fire for cooking.” After referring to both these quotes, I will ask the class: “What is the significance of Kojo’s new home? Why did the author include this information?” This open-ended question, and others like it, will encourage students to engage in high-level thinking. They will be pushed to consider how this story is similar and/or different from their previous experiences and background knowledge. 

Throughout the reading of the story, I will expect the class to be quiet, paying attention (visual by their noise level, their eye contact, and their ability to answer questions), and participating when questions are asked. The story is relatively long, so by breaking up the reading with questions and discussion, I will, hopefully, motivate the students to pay attention and make thoughtful connections.  
As we progress through the story, I will ask questions of the students pertaining to specific quotations and passages. These questions will encourage authentic dialogue and will aid the students in voicing their opinions and offering sincere thoughtful comments in answer to interpretive questions. I have a list of questions prepared, as well as quotations marked, that I will discuss with the students. One question that will lay the foundation for the entire conversation is: “How does that make you feel?” And “How are you like/dislike Kojo?” These two questions will help students make connections between what they already know and have experienced, with who Kojo is, and what he has done. 

Sample Quote: (page 7) “There are a few coins left over. Kojo asks if he can have them to buy something for himself. He has a good idea too.” 

My question: “What do you think Kojo is going to spend his money on? Why? What would you spend your money on? Why?” 
I will only have time to read about ¾ of the story; the rest of the story will be completed on the 22nd. 

(This portion of the lesson will take approximately 30 minutes.)

After Reading: 
Since we only have about 40 minutes for this lesson, and the story is relatively long, I am planning on only reading about ¾ of the story. Therefore, the “After Reading” activity will occur on Monday, the 22nd. 


	Academic, Social, and Linguistic Support for target student:

I will also make a point to write important ideas and concepts on the front board. This will help individuals who are visual based learners and it will also help students focus on and remember the key ideas we are talking about as we read the story.  

As I read the story and ask questions, I will make sure to facilitate talk between students, as opposed to talk between student and teacher. This will encourage authentic dialogue and diminish feelings of intimidation. 

Finally, I will make sure to provide adequate “wait time” when I ask questions. I want to make sure the class has enough time to think about what they want to say and to organize their thoughts. 

	Closing Summary for the Lesson: 
Bringing Closure:
Once our time is up, I will thank the students for their participation and I will ask them to continue thinking about these themes over the weekend and when I see them on Monday (the 22nd) we will continue the story. 

(This should only take  - 2 minutes) 
 
	Academic, Social, and Linguistic Support for target student:

In order to accommodate the needs of both my target student and the entire class, I will make sure everyone has an opportunity to ask questions if they are having difficulty understanding anything; this will ensure the class has an adequate understanding of the story.
At this time, I will be available as an academic support system to any student that is confused or has questions relating to the topic.

	Post-Assessment Objectives: 

Since this lesson is a two day lesson, I will be doing the assessment activity on Day Two. Please look for the post-assessment objectives below. 


LESSON TWO: (50 minutes)

	Introduction to the Lesson: 

To initiate Day Two’s lesson, I will begin by explaining to the class what we will be doing for the next hour or so; i.e., “Today we will be finishing the book One Hen. We’ll have some time to discuss the conclusion to the story, and I want you all to participate. Then, I have a writing activity for everyone to complete, but we’ll talk more about that when we get to it.” By explicitly describing the events of the lesson, I’m hoping to get the classes attention and help them understand the expectations for them and the objectives for the lesson. 
After outlining the lesson to the class, I will re-acquaint the students to the discussion we had on Day One and we will remind everyone (as a class) what the story was about. 

The lesson will commence by an activation of student’s prior knowledge.
I will ask: “Can someone fill me in on where we left off? I can’t really remember” Hopefully, this question will facilitate a discussion surrounding the main idea and underlying themes of the story that were discussed previously. I also want the students to mention specific information; such as: setting, main character, what happened, etc.  
Once we have finished refreshing our minds on the story, I will finish reading. 
(The introduction will take approximately 15 minutes)

	Academic, Social, and Linguistic Support for target student:

In order to accommodate the needs of both my target student and the entire class, I will write important ideas and concepts on the front board. This will help individuals who are visual based learners and it will also help students remember what they need to think about as we read through the story. 

I will also make sure to reiterate important ideas that I want the class to think about. By repeating these concepts, the students will have a better understanding as to how important they are. 



	Outline of Key Events/Lesson Procedures:  

After we finish reading, the rest of the lesson can unfold. I will write the following on the front board:

“ONE HEN ( LARGEST POULTRY FARM IN WEST AFRICA. ONE BOY( HELPED ENTIRE COUNTRY”

Next, I will ask the class: “Can you all remind me what we were talking about the last time we were together?” I’m hoping this will instill some motivation in the students. They will be in charge of explaining what they learned previously, and I think this will inspire a sense of ownership with the lesson. We will spend some time discussing the important concepts we discussed on Day One. (Including the importance of hard work in making big ideas into reality, the importance of youth philanthropy and helping your family and community, and how the students and their lives are similar to Kojo and his life [and how they are different]). 

Once we have finished discussing the important ideas and concepts that were discussed on Day One of the lesson, I will explain the subsequent activity. 

Me: “Now, I have a prompt I want you to think about.” At this point I will read it to them. 

Prompt: “On your own, write a letter to Kojo. Share with Kojo what you liked about his story, and describe what you would like to do to make a difference in your community.” 

Once I have read this to the class, I will ask them to go back to their seats and they will have about 5 to 10 minutes to discuss this prompt with their table-mates. (The class already sits five to a table and there are five tables, so there will be five groups of five students.) I will also ask if anyone has any questions and at this point I will address those questions. At this point, I will also ask the students to share what they know about writing letters. Me: “What must a letter encompass?” I’m hoping the class will mention the greeting and the ‘sincerely’ which ends a letter. I will write these on the board to remind the students of the format. 

After the class is seated, I will pass out the handout and I will write, on the front board: “Dear Kojo” and “Sincerely, signature”. 
 As the students talk in small groups, I will walk around the room and listen to some of their ideas. I will make sure I am available for questions and I will ask students if they need help thinking of ideas. 
For the students who complete this writing activity early, I will have them draw a picture, or they can silently read. Once everyone is done, I will bring the group back together and we will share some of our ideas. Once the students have shared all they wish to share, I will tell the students that I think they did a great job making connections between themselves and the book that we read. I will also take this time to explain to the class that I will be scanning the letters they wrote, and if it’s okay with them, I will email the letters to the author, with the hopes that these letters will be posted to the website: Onehen.org. 
(This aspect of the lesson will take approximately 30 minutes to complete.)


	Academic, Social, and Linguistic Support for target student:

In order to accommodate the needs of both my target student and the entire class, I will mix calling on students with drawing names. This will encourage everyone to participate. This will also facilitate a discussion that includes every single student, including my target student, and not just the fourth graders who feel comfortable sharing on a daily basis. 
Secondly, at one point in my lesson, I have the class get into small groups…rather than have the students work in small groups, I could have them turn to the person sitting next to them and have them talk one on one. This would be beneficial because students would feel less intimidated and be more likely to speak up and offer opinions if they weren’t being forced to interact with a larger group of students. 
Finally, I would make sure spend a minute or two, on-on-one with my target student in order to provide her with positive reinforcement.

	Closing Summary for the Lesson: 

After we have finished reading the book One Hen, written by Katie Smith Milway, participated in a subsequent discussion, and after we have finished the written aspect of the lesson, I will end the lesson by reminding the class that Kojo is a lot like them. He was one young child who had an idea and he worked really hard to have that idea become a reality. I will write (in large letters on the front board):

“ONE HEN ( LARGEST POULTRY FARM IN WEST AFRICA. ONE BOY( HELPED ENTIRE COUNTRY”

I will also tell them that if we have an opportunity later in the year, I will show them the One Hen website, and I will show them a video of an interview with the “real” Kojo. 
(This short concluding dialogue will take approximately 5 -8 minutes.)

	Academic, Social, and Linguistic Support for target student:

In order to accommodate the needs of both my target student and the entire class, I will make sure everyone has an opportunity to ask questions if they are having difficulty understanding anything; this will ensure the class has an adequate understanding of the story.
At this time, I will be available as an academic support system to any student that is confused or has questions relating to the topic.

	Post-Assessment Objectives: 

I believe the concluding lesson activity (having the students write a letter to Kojo) will act as an excellent post-lesson assessment. I also think that the large class discussion (as well as the small group discussion) the students cooperatively participate in will act as an informal assessment as well. 

I will be looking for the students to make connections between their lives and the life of the main character in One Hen, Kojo. I want the students to display an awareness and understanding of reoccurring and enduring social issues (such as poverty and poverty alleviation, global citizenship, the importance of family, community and hard work, and youth philanthropy) by connecting the text to their own personal knowledge and experiences. This will be displayed through the class discussions, the small group discussion, and their written responses. 

My objectives for the lesson assessments will help me evaluate whether or not the class is capable of conveying their knowledge of important social issues through verbal communication, and written responses in letters to Kojo. 


